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DELAWARE Submit your photos for our 360° series
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DELAWARE CITY 360° » Two Norfolk Southern oil trains travel on newly-constructed tracks at the Delaware City refinery. READER PHOTO BYMICHAEL MURRAY

» PENCADER

DOE answers questions via
special email, meeting

The state Department of Education
will meet with Pencader Business and
Finance Charter High School families
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the school.

The meeting will educate families
about the school’s closing and transi-
tions to other schools. Representatives
from other districts and charter schools
will be present to talk to families.

Also, the Department of Services for
Children, Youth and their Families will
offer support services for students to
help them cope with the school closing.

The state Department of Education
has also set up pencaderin-
fo@doe.k12.de.us and 735-4014 for
questions. They will be active Monday.

» HOCKESSIN
Arts festival benefits
nonprofit railroad

The Hockessin Arts Festival – a bene-
fit for the nonprofit Wilmington &
Western Railroad – runs 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
today and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday at
Hockessin Memorial Hall on Del. 41.

Nearly 30 artists will show and sell
original work and prints, with 30 per-
cent of sales going to help keep the
volunteer railroad running.

Admission is $3 and free to those
younger than 12. A 45-minute, round-
trip ride on the Doodlebug train is $5.

For more info, visit www.wwrr.com.

» EDUCATION
Wallace new executive
director at Vision Network

The Vision Network of Delaware, a
Wilmington nonprofit, will have a new
executive director at the helmMonday.

Dana Diesel Wallace replaces Mark
Murphy, who left to become the state
Secretary of Education. She was most
recently working at a North Carolina
organization that advocated a public-
private education innovation.

Diesel Wallace has worked in educa-
tion for more than 20 years as a teacher,
principal, administrator and superinten-
dent, according to the Vision Network.
She has a bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion from Old Dominion University, a
master’s in educational leadership from
Harvard University, and an education
doctorate from Teachers College at
Columbia University.

Around the
world in
3,500 images
The 80th Wilmington Interna-
tional Exhibition of Photography
opens Sunday with images from
37 countries and 433 photog-
raphers – including home-grown
talent. SATURDAY LIFE, B5

Is the Firefly Music Festival
a good event for Dela-
ware?
Yes. Yes. YES. This state needs more
events like this.

49%

No. No. NO. Nothing but trouble will
come of it.

10%

It's like everything else. Some people
will love it. Some will hate it.

41%

UNSCIENTIFIC POLL. TOTAL VOTES: 530

POLL RESULTS
Previous voting at
delawareonline.com

WASHINGTON, D.C. — State economies
can benefit as climate change pressures
encourage shifts to cleaner andmore ef-
ficient energy sources, Gov. Jack Mar-
kell said in a speech on Friday to a cli-

mate conference at Georgetown Law
School in Washington, D.C.

But governments also need to act now
to prepare communities for more ex-
tremestormsandotheremergingconse-
quences of global warming-driven cli-
mate change, Markell added.

“I think people are paying more and

more attention to climate impacts than
ever before because of many of the
things that have happened to many of
us,” Markell said during a keynote
speech that opened the secondday of the
Georgetown Climate Center workshop.

The event focused onways states and
federal government can cooperate in de-
veloping a future with drastically lower

ENVIRONMENT

Energy efficiency urged
Markell speaks at climate conference
By Jeff Montgomery
The News Journal

See ENVIRONMENT, Page B2

NEWARK—Gospel music bounced off
the Bob Carpenter Center’s walls as a
sold-outcrowdstoodandclappedandthe
NewCastle CanaanBaptist Choir set the
mood for Maya Angelou.

Many stood during the performance
of the choir, and no one sat as Angelou
took the stage after a reading of her po-
em “Still I Rise” byBrooklynnHitchens,
president of the Black Student Union
and a senior English and Black Ameri-
can Studies major at the University of
Delaware.

Angelou’s keynote addresswas a part
of the university’s Black History Month
Extravaganza, which was organized by
theCenter forBlackCulture andCultur-
al Programming Advisory Board. The
group awarded Angelou with a Living
Legend Award.

Angelou started offwith a19th-centu-
ry folk song that stated God put a rain-
bow in thecloud to showthat in theworst
of times, there is a possibility of seeing
gold. Angelou said that African-Ameri-
can poetry is a rainbow in the clouds.

“So I bring youAfrican-American po-

etry,” Angelou said. “I bring it here to
you to encourage actually in this insti-
tution of higher education. So that you
may become yourselves a rainbow in
somebody else’s cloud.”

Before the event began, Caroline
Ruppert, a sophomore Spanish and po-
litical science major at the university,
said she was thrilled to hear Angelou
speak about her life experiences.

“Iamjustexcited toseeheropinions
on things,” she said. “I’m not exactly
sure what is the focus of her speech.”

Angelou sharedaplethoraofpoems,
personal accounts and even a few
jokes.

Through narratives of her time
spent with slain rapper Tupac Shakur

BLACK HISTORYMONTH

Author, educator and civil rights activist Maya Angelou was the featured speaker Friday
at the Black History Month Extravaganza at the University of Delaware’s Bob Carpenter
Center. SUCHAT PEDERSON/THE NEWS JOURNAL

MAYA ANGELOU’S
MESSAGE SOARS
Choir performance and
life stories entrance
sold-out crowd at UD
By RyanMarshall
The News Journal

See ANGELOU, Page B2

Members of the New Castle Canaan
Baptist Choir bring the crowd to its feet
during Friday’s event.

GEORGETOWN — Longtime GOP
leaders are set to take top positions in
the Sussex County Republican Com-
mittee, which combs the party’s mem-
bership for electoral candidates.

The party’s acting chairman, John
Rieley, is unopposed in filing to be its
chairman, and a district chair, Fred Sil-
va, was the only contender to become
vicechair.Theywillassumethoseroles
after a March 11 party meeting and
election in Georgetown’s CHEER Cen-
ter. Contenders had until midday
Thursday to register for party roles.

Rieley, previously the party’s vice
chair in SussexCounty,was named act-
ing chair after the death of Chairman
Jerry Woods on Dec. 28.

“Sussex, obviously, is the stronghold
for Republicanism in Delaware,” Rie-
ley said Friday. “We want to maintain
whatwe’vegot.We’reblessedwitha lot
of good volunteers and a lot of inter-
est.”

Sussex County has nearly equal
numbers of registeredDemocratic and
Republican voters, while Democrats
have clear leads in Kent and New Cas-
tle counties.

Rieley, 57, ofMillsboro, has been in-
volved in Republican politics for more
thanadecade.Hecoordinated2010U.S.
Senate candidateChristineO’Donnell’s
campaign in the county. His wife, Lou
Ann Rieley, will be Delaware’s Mother
of theYear, andwill be honoredbyGov.
JackMarkell in April.

Some candidates who lost elections
for government office in 2012, includ-
ing Bryant Richardson, Matt Opaliski
and Don Ayotte, are attempting to stay
involved in thepartyby running forpo-
sitions.

Sussex Democrats will nominate
andchoosetheirparty leadersMarch6.

Contact James Fisher at 983-6772.

GOVERNMENT

Sussex
GOP to
appoint
leaders
Chairman, vice chair
races unopposed
By James Fisher
The News Journal

A Maryland man who fatally
beat a stranger in an Acme gro-
cery store aisle in Elkton in Au-
gust pleaded guilty Friday to kill-
ing the man, authorities said.

Troy Spencer Kelly, 43, of
North East, was scheduled to
stand trial in the beating death of
55-year-old James T. Peirce, of
Elkton, on March 4.

But at a scheduled pretrial
hearing Friday before Cecil

County Circuit
Court Adminis-
trative Judge V.
Michael Whelan,
he pleaded
guilty to second-
degree murder
inPeirce’sdeath.

Kelly, who
has been jailed

sinceAugust, facesup to30years
in jail for the crime when he’s
sentenced onMay 6.

CRIME

Md. man pleads guilty
in fatal beating at Acme
By Terri Sanginiti
The News Journal

Troy Kelly

See BEATING, Page B2
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Thedeadly incident oc-
curred Aug. 18 inside the
Acme Market in the Big
Elk Mall on U.S. 40.

The men were strang-
ers to each other, said
Deputy State Attorney
Kerwin Miller.

Peirce,who served two
tours in the U.S. Navy be-
tween 1977 and 1981,

passedKelly and his step-
daughter as he was head-
ed into the store.

The men exchanged
words, but the content of
that exchange has not
been made public, Miller
said.

When Peirce went
about shopping for pork
chops and frozen vegeta-
bles for dinner, Kelly
dashed into thestoreafter

him, Miller said.
He caught up with

Peirce in the frozen food
aisle, where he ran up be-
hind him and started
pounding him with his
fists, Miller said.

The fatal attack was
captured on the store’s
surveillance cameras and
showed Kelly punching
Peirce 21 times before
givinghimone last kick in

the head and running
away, he said.

Shoppers gathered
around the unconscious
Peirce in an effort to help
him by administering
CPR before paramedics
arrived. He was taken to
Union Hospital, where he
was pronounced dead.

Elkton police officers,
meanwhile, capturedKel-
ly a short distance away
from the store and
chargedhimwithfirst-de-
gree murder, second-de-
gree murder, first-degree
assault and second-de-
gree assault.

Prosecutors Friday ac-
cepted Kelly’s second-de-
gree murder plea and
dropped the other
charges.

“Wecouldnot establish
premeditation without a
reasonable doubt,” Miller
said.

“From our view, it was
a favorable plea,” Deputy
District Public Defender
John K. Northrop said.

Northrop, however,
has not offered an expla-
nation for why his client
did what he did.

“There’s always more
to it than meets the eye,”
he said. “The motive will
be made clear at the sen-
tencing. A psychiatrist is
coming to testify.”

Kelly remains held on
$500,000 in the Cecil
County Detention Center.

Contact Terri Sanginiti at 324-2771
or tsanginiti@delawareonline.com.

Beating: Surveillance cameras caught fatal attack
Continued from Page B1

emissions of heat-trap-
ping carbon dioxide and
communities better pre-
pared for threats like sea-
level rise, longerdroughts
andchanges in agricultur-
al patterns.

“From hurricanes and
tornadoes towildfires and
droughts, we’re experi-
encing exactly what so
many of the models pre-
dict and suggest that we
ought to be experiencing.
We ought to just say that
the science is settled and
the data is overwhelming,
and that ought to be the
starting point for all of
these conversations,”
Markell told an early
morning crowd.

The center, based at

Georgetown Law School,
operates as a clearing-
house and analysis center
for state and federal is-
sues involving energy, cli-
mate and transportation.
Some of its work has fo-
cused on the evolution of
climate change policies
since 2009,when theEnvi-
ronmental Protection
Agency issued a formal
declaration thatcarbondi-
oxide and other heat-trap-
ping greenhouse gases
have endangered public
health and should be con-
trolled.

Markell has said re-
leases that could raise
global average temper-
atures by 3.5 degrees
Fahrenheit or more in the
next century work as sci-
entific evidence of cli-

mate change and links to
carbon dioxide. But he
also has emphasized that
shifts to new and cleaner
energysourceswillcreate
opportunities for econom-
ic growth and develop-
ment.

“I think a lot of gover-
norshaveseenthatwecan
actually accelerate eco-
nomicgrowthinourstates
by supporting the con-
structionandmanufactur-
ing jobs in energy effi-
ciency, clean energy and
advancedtransportation,”
Markell said.

“And I think the fact
that the debate is evolving
in that direction, where
people see that these in-
vestmentsaregoodforthe
environment and good for
the economy, is a whole

differentwayof lookingat
things. It’s a much better
way of looking at things.”

In Delaware, that view
has led to state-level sup-
port for a range of initia-
tives, including power
plant shifts from coal to
natural gas, a fuel cell
manufacturer venture
and Fisker Automotive’s
troubled electric car en-
terprise.

Earlier in the work-
shop, Department of Nat-
ural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Control Secre-
tary Collin O’Mara said
that thenine-stateRegion-
al Greenhouse Gas Initia-
tive has succeeded in dra-
matically lowering power
plantcarbondioxideemis-
sions without harming
ratepayers, utilities or lo-

cal economies.
O’Mara chairs the ini-

tiative, which recently re-
duced emissions goals to
account for findings from
the first years of the pro-
gram. The group relies on
a “cap and trade” process
that limited annual power
plantcarbondioxideemis-
sions and created a mar-
ket for plants to buy need-
ed pollution credits and
sell excess amounts.

Thegroupcut itsmulti-
statebudget forcarbondi-
oxide emissions by 45per-
cent, to 91 million tons,
earlier this month, with
levels required to fall by
10 percent by 2019.

“We have confidence
that the numbers are real-
istic,” O’Mara said.

Markell said Super-

storm Sandy and other re-
cent weather calamities
have shown that global
warming has become an
immediate threat that re-
quires a “frank conversa-
tion,” choices and action.

“I know that there has
been some hesitation on
the part of some in the en-
vironmental advocacy
movement,” Markell said.
“They’ve been hesitant
overtheyearstohavearo-
bust conversation about
adapting, because some
sawthatasreallyasurren-
der. They didn’t want to
give a false sense that we
can adapt our way out of
it.”

Contact Jeff Montgomery at 678-
4277 or jmontgomery@delaware
online.com

Continued from Page B1

Environment:Markell says efforts are good for economy

and comedian Richard
Pryor, she gave insight of
the slightest way she
touched their lives and
changed how they viewed
the world.

Angelou has worked
alongside historic figures
such as civil rights lead-
ersMalcomX andMartin
Luther King Jr., author
JamesBaldwin,whoguid-
ed her in the writing of “I
Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings,” and Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, for
whomshewroteapoemto
use in his inaugural ad-
dress in 1993.

However, she came to
Delaware to share her fa-
vorite works of poetry
and the importance of
people in our past. Ange-
lou said people who have
suffered, whether it has
been in wars or slavery,
havepaidtheirdues.Even
if it is just to see the sun-
rise, she said, someone

has earned it.
She stressed to the au-

dience the importance of
institutions of higher edu-
cation like the University
of Delaware, which she

compared to a rainbow in
many peoples’ lives.

“Each of us is a rain-
bowinsomebody’scloud,”
she said. “Amazing to
have that nerve, to have

enough courage to be a
rainbow in somebody’s
cloud who may not even
look like you.”

Angelou: Importance of history stressed
Continued from Page B1

Members of the New Castle Canaan Baptist choir sing to a cheering crowd at the Bob
Carpenter Center. SUCHAT PEDERSON/THE NEWS JOURNAL

Maya Angelou gets emotional during her sold-out talk.
Angelou shared poems and personal accounts at the
University of Delaware on Friday.

Audience members are put in a celebratory mood by the
New Castle Canaan Baptist choir before Maya Angelou
takes the stage.

“Each of us is a rainbow in somebody’s cloud. Amazing to have that nerve,
to have enough courage to be a rainbow in somebody’s cloud who may not
even look like you.”
MAYA ANGELOU
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